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LIMITATIONS OF REPORT

In preparing this IEA report, RPS has assessed all activities appropriate and necessary to evaluate the
environmental status of the site and operations undertaken within the audit period. RPS has addressed all
technical matters which might reasonably be considered to be relevant to such an assessment conducted to
standards which apply in NSW. Based on observations of the site, interviews with appropriate staff and a
review of available documentation, it is RPS’s opinion that the potential critical environmental issues
associated with the site and operations are those discussed in this report. However, RPS can only advise on
the basis of the information available to them and therefore cannot dismiss absolutely the possibility that parts
of the site, or adjacent properties, may give rise to additional issues. The conclusions presented in this report
are professional opinions based solely upon RPS's visual observations of the site and the immediate site
vicinity, and review of available documentation, interviews and conversations with personnel knowledgeable
about the site and other available information, as referenced in this report. These conclusions are intended
exclusively for the purposes stated herein, at the site listed, and for the project indicated.

Opinions presented in this report apply to the site’s conditions and features as they existed at the time of RPS’
site inspections on 12 - 13 September 2023, and those areas accessible. They necessarily cannot apply to
conditions and features which RPS is unaware of and has not had the opportunity to evaluate.

This report does not, and does not purport to, give legal advice on the actual or potential environmental
liabilities of any individual or organisation, or to draw conclusions as to whether any circumstances constitute a
breach of relevant legislation.
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1 INTRODUCTION
1l BACKGROUND

RPS AAP Consulting (RPS) was commissioned by Beijing Energy International (Australia) Holding Pty Ltd
(BJEI Australia) on behalf of Newtricity Developments Biala Pty Ltd (Applicant) to conduct an Independent
Environmental Audit (IEA) of the Biala Wind Farm (Biala) as required by condition 6 of Schedule 4 of
Development Consent SSD 6039. This IEA assesses compliance against Development Consent SSD 6039
and is the second IEA required.

This IEA consisted of a desktop review of documentation, interviews with key BJEI Australia staff and a site
inspection of selected operational wind turbines and turbine hardstand areas, ancillary infrastructure (including
the Operations and Maintenance Facility, access tracks and laydown areas) and selected waterway crossings.

The general IEA ltinerary is presented in Appendix A.

The auditing period for this IEA is from 5 August 2020 (being the end of the last IEA audit period) to 13
September 2023 last day of site inspection (the IEA period).

The |IEA was conducted by Dianne Munro (Lead Auditor — Exemplar Global Certified Auditor 107622) (see
Appendix B), and Jessica Robinson (Audit Assistant) from RPS.

7

The IEA was conducted generally consistent with /SO 19011 - Guidelines for Auditing Management Systems
and the ‘Independent Audit Post Approval Requirements May 2020’ (Audit Guidelines) (DPE, 2020). Key
documents reviewed during the IEA included:

o SSD 6039 (as modified);
o Environment Impact Statement (EIS, ERM 2015); and
. Environmental Management Plans (EMP).

The field inspection was conducted on 12 and 13 September 2023 by Dianne Munro and Jessica Robinson.
Observations from the site inspection and site interviews were noted in conjunction with evidence in Appendix
C. Photos from the field inspection are shown in Appendix D.

The weather conditions at the time of the inspection) consisted of south-westerly winds, with maximum ground
level wind speed of 3.75m/s on 12 September and 4.28 m/s on 13 September and a maximum temperature of
19.9 °C. 0.4 millimetres of rainfall occurred during the preceding week. These conditions were consistent with
conditions experienced during the site inspection at Biala and field inspections were conducted at times of little
to no wind.

Opening and closeout meetings held with key representatives of the Applicant (represented by personnel from
AECOM, Goldwind and BJEI Australia) in attendance which generally included:

. Jochen Rasmussen (JR) — BJEI Australia, Asset Manager;

. Simon Zhao (ZH) — BJEI Australia, Site Manager;

. Karim Ali (KA) — BJEI Australia, HSEQ;

o Aaron Poole (AP) — SBL Solutions Services, Supervisor for Goldwind and BJEI;
. Roslyn Milne (RM) — Goldwind (NSW), HSEQ;

° Shani Walton (SW) — AECOM, Principal Environmental Consultant;

o Dianne Munro (DM) — RPS, Lead Auditor; and

o Jessica Robinson (JS) — RPS, Audit Assistant.
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1.2  ACTIVITIES WITHIN THE AUDIT PERIOD

Goldwind’s construction team handed over the last turbines to the commissioning team at the commencement
of March 2021. Consolidated Power Projects Australia Pty Ltd (CPP) reached section completion of last
Electrical Balance of Plant (EBoP) section on 28 August 2020, and Goldwind reached section completion of
last section under the turbine supply and installation agreement on 10 June 2022.

As Goldwind's construction team transferred the last turbine at the beginning of March 2021, the end of
construction period for auditing purposes is 1 March 2021.

During the audit period:

° No additional vegetation clearance occurred;

° No new infrastructure was constructed;

° No demolition works occurred;

° 17 turbines were erected: 1, 2, 4-8, 13-15, 24-31 (14 were erected in previous audit period); and
e 31 turbines were commissioned, tested and commenced operations.

This IEA largely covers the commissioning and operational phases which occurred from 2 March 2021 - 3
November 2022 and involved extensive commissioning and grid testing of WTGs. The operation of all WTGs
commenced on 4 November 2022 as per DPE notification.

1.3 REPORT STRUCTURE

This report is generally structured as follows:

¢ Section 1 provides an introduction, describes the requirement for the IEA, activities conducted during the
audit period and provides a guide to the structure of this report;

e Section 2 provides a description and layout of the site and a summary of environmental approvals and
management documents;

s Section 3 outlines the requirements for this IEA, where each has been addressed in this report and details
regulatory consultation;

¢  Section 4 lists any non-compliances identified; and

e Section 5 provides a list of recommendations for any identified non-compliances and continuous
improvement.
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2 SITE DESCRIPTION
21 DEVELOPMENT CONSENT

SSD 6039 for Biala Wind Farm allows the development described in the environmental assessments specified
as forming the ‘EIS’ under SSD 6039 including the ‘Biala Wind Farm Environmental Impact Statement’ (EIS)
(ERM, 2015). The development includes:

e Upto 31 wind turbines generators (WTGs) with a tip height of up to 185 metres (m) and hub height of up
to 110 m;

e Ancillary infrastructure, including three new intersections with the site off Grabben Gullen Road, internal
access roads, an operations/maintenance facility, internal electricity transmission lines and a substation;
and

e Upgrades to the local road network, including both Kialla Road and Range Road, to facilitate the delivery
of wind turbines to and from the site; and

Employment of up to 74 personnel during construction and seven personnel during operation. SSD 6039 has
been modified on two occasions as follows (before the current audit period):

e Modification one (MOD1) was approved 9 October 2018 and allowed for the construction of an additional
meteorological monitoring mast (to bring the total number of monitoring masts to four); and

¢  Modification two (MOD2) was approved on 9 January 2020 and allowed for changes to the electrical
reticulation network and micrositing of some of the WTGs.

Figure 1 shows the general layout of Biala as approved in SSD 6039.

The underground transmission line which connects Biala with the existing substation at Gullen Range Wind
Farm is separately approved under DA 122/2017 and dated 17 January 2019 and does not form part of this
IEA.

2.2 MANAGEMENT PLANS, PROGRAMS AND STRATEGIES

SSD 6039 requires the preparation of a series of management plans. All currently approved management
plans for the construction and operation (as relevant) phases were reviewed during this IEA, including the:
e 'Operational Environment Management Strategy’ (revised 3 August 2023, awaiting DPE approval);

e  ‘Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Management Plan’ (revised March 2020);

e ‘Biodiversity Management Plan’ (revised March 2020);

e« ‘'Stage 1 Traffic Management Plan’ (revised October 2018);

¢ ‘Stage 2 Traffic Management Plan’ (revised February 2020); and

e 'Bird and Bat Adaptive Management Program’ (revised May 2020).

BIALA WIND FARM | 2023 INDEPENDENT ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT | 11 December 2023 |
rpsgroup.com
Page 7



REPORT

-]
=
&
=
=
=
-
e
§

] 0 1000 Meres
Lagend
[ Biala Wind Farm Project Aven I Batching Plan: {Tempo-ony)

1000 DM Faailities (Permanant)

—— Ditereal Trarsmission Line (04 12272017,

A Sire Actess

2o Sire Access {Opfioal] 10 Offices, Porking, Storage (Tempamry]

@ Wind Terbine lozatioss I Scbstofion (Permanent]

= heeess Roods Nodified Layour i

~ hetes Reads Optona) dapovd g Modified Development Layout]
— Overtend Tramsmission Line

Figure 1 — Biala Development Layout

BIALA WIND FARM | 2023 INDEPENDENT ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT | 11 December 2023 |
rpsgroup.com
Page 8



REPORT

3 IEA REQUIREMENTS
31 DEVELOPMENT CONSENT

This IEA and subsequent report have been compiled pursuant to SSD 6039 (as modified) and the DPE Audit
Guidelines (DPE, 2020) (discussed in Section 3.2).

Requirements for independent auditing under SSD 6039 (as modified) Schedule 4 Condition 6 is listed in
Table 1 which also lists where each is addressed in this document.

Table 1: Independent Environmental Audit Requirements

Description Where Addressed

SSD 6039 Schedule 4 Condition 6

Within 1 year of the commencement of construction, and every 3 years thereafter, unless the This IEA
Secretary directs otherwise, the Applicant shall commission and pay the full cost of an
Independent Environmental Audit of the development. The audits must:
(a) be prepared in accordance with the relevant Independent Audit Post Approval Section.3.2
requirements (DPE 2018).; Appendix F
(b) be led and conducted by a suitably qualified, experienced and independent team of Appendix B
experts whose appointment has been endorsed by the Secretary; Appendix E
(c) be carried out in consultation with the relevant agencies; Section 3.3
Appendix E
(d) assess whether the development complies with the relevant requirements in this consent, Sectior.\ 4
and any strategy, plan or program required under this consent; and Appendix C
(e) recommend appropriate measures or actions to improve the environmental Section 5
Appendix C

performance of the development and any strategy, plan or program required under this
consent.

Responsibility of

Within 3 months of commencing an Independent Environmental Audit, or unless otherwise :
Applicant

agreed by the Secretary, a copy of the audit report must be submitted to the Secretary, and
any other NSW agency that requests it, together with a response to any recommendations
contained in the audit report, and a timetable for the implementation of the recommendations.

Responsibility of

The recommendations of the Independent Environmental Audit must be implemented to the ;
Applicant

satisfaction of the Secretary.
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3.2 AUDIT GUIDELINES

This IEA report has also been prepared in accordance with the Audit Guidelines (DPE, 2020). Appendix F lists
key requirements from the Audit Guidelines, the relevant section of the Guidelines which references the
requirement and indicates where each is addressed in this report.

3.3 AGENCY CONSULTATION

The following agencies were approached directly by RPS in late August 2023 for input as part of the scoping
phase of this IEA (see Appendix E).

° Department of Planning and Environment (DPE);

e DPE Compliance Division;

e  Environment and Protection Authority (EPA);

e  Transport for NSW (TINSW), formally the Roads and Maritime Service;
¢  Airservices Australia (ASA);

e NSW Rural Fire Service (NSW RFS);

e  Upper Lachlan Shire Council (ULSC); and

¢« Biala CCC Chair.

Following comment from the DPE, additional regulators were approached in late September 2023:
e Heritage NSW;

e Department of Primary Industries — Water; and

s Biodiversity Conservation Division.

While not a regulator, the Pejar Local Aboriginal Land Council was also consulted with in late September 2023
as requested by the DPE.

Where specific issues were raised during consultation, these are listed in Table 2 along with a section on
where each has been addressed in this |IEA report.

Table 2: Agency Requirements

Regulator Date of Response Feedback Where Addressed
Upper Lachlan  07/09/2023 ULSC has not undertaken any inspections of the N/A
Shire Council Biala Wind Farm with respect to environmental
issues, nor has it received any complaints re same.
EPA 31/08/2023 The scope of the audit should include: Appendix C

° An assessment of compliance against: .
Note: An audit of

- Relevant conditions of SSD 6039 EPL21280 and the
Pollution Incident
- Environmental Management Plans (EMP) Response Management

and Sub-plans and other relevant post P|ar:j_it3_ notfrequiredtas (aj
approval documer_1ts and Fhe édequacy of ggnch'ﬁnh:s?qu::e:n
the system to achieve legislative included in this IEA.
requirements and drive performance

improvements. EMPs should be reviewed

and updated on a regular basis. This should

include consideration of complaint and

incident handling, compliance tracking and

reporting as well as the outcomes of any

independent environmental audits.

- Environment Protection Licence 21280
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Regulator Date of Response Feedback Where Addressed

- Pollution Incident Response Management
Plan and specific procedures to address
potential risks around turbine fires.

° An assessment of the environmental
performance of the development including
impacts, physical extent and environmental
compliance.

° An assessment of the implementation of previous
audit findings, recommendations and actions

As the construction phase of the project is now
complete, and given the previous water pollution
incident the EPA considers the following key
environmental issues should be considered in the
2023 |EA:

= Water management, success of revegetation
works and erosion controls in place to address
potential water pollution risks, specifically
associated with watercourse crossings, unsealed
roads and other areas which may present a
pollution risk post construction.

o Noise compliance and management post
construction. The EPA has reviewed the Noise
Compliance Test Plan Rp 001 R02 20200121)
prepared by Marshall Day Acoustics, dated 2
December 2022 (NCTP). Whilst the EPA does
not endorse or approve the NCTP it is
acknowledged that it will be used to determine
compliance monitoring. The EPA has recently
received a copy of the Noise Monitoring Report
and noted that which it states compliance was
achieved the outcomes of the compliance
assessment were inconclusive at wind speeds
greater than 10 m/s due to the influence of
background noise.

. Waste assessment, classification, and

management.
TINSW (RMS) Request for No feedback received. N/A
engagement email
sent 29/08/2023.
Biala CCC 04/09/2023 Advised that the proponent has been open, N/A
transparent, and obliging to all community concerns
that have arisen during the development process
thus far. Any Environmental issues raised by the
community have been reported promptly to the
committee which are noted in the minutes on the
proponent’s website.
Airservices Request for No feedback received. N/A
Australia engagement email
sent 29/08/2023.
RFS NSW Request for No feedback received. N/A
engagement email
sent 29/08/2023.
BIALA WIND FARM | 2023 INDEPENDENT ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT | 11 December 2023 |
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Regulator Date of Response

DPE 11/09/2023
Compliance

Feedback
Agencies/stakeholders to be consulted include:

. Local Aboriginal Councils

. Upper Lachlan Shire Council

. Biodiversity and Conservation Division (BCD)
° Environment Protection Authority (EPA)

° Department of Primary Industries (DPI)

° Heritage NSW

. Rural Fire Service (RFS)

o Roads and Maritime Services (RMS)

o CcCcC

Evidence of Bushfire preparation and programs being
developed and implemented (as required by
schedule 3 condition 33).

Where Addressed
Section 3.3

Areas for focus:

° Evidence of compliance with all commitments
within management plans (such as monitoring
requirements, reporting (reports submitted when
required and to relevant agencies) and adaptive
management) as required by Schedule 3
conditions 20 and 21.

° Complaints register, monitoring and response
management.

Appendix C

Evidence of any road maintenance which has been

required and undertaken in accordance with

Schedule 3 condition 26.

. Visual impact monitoring and management

° Evidence of rehabilitation program being
implemented and monitored

Evidence of Weed and pest management program
being implemented and monitored

Appendix C

Evidence of Bushfire preparation and programs being
developed and implemented (as required by
schedule 3 condition 33).

Appendix C

Pejar Local Request for
Aboriginal Land engagement email
Council sent 25/09/2023.

No feedback provided.

N/A

Heritage NSW  26/09/2023

Thank you for your email and referral regarding Biala
Wind Farm Independent Environmental Audit.
Heritage NSW has no specific requirements in
relation to the audit. Please let me know if you
require any additional information.

N/A

Department of Request for
Primary engagement email
Industries — sent 25/09/2023.
Water

No feedback provided.

N/A

Biodiversity Request for
Conservation engagement email
Division sent 25/09/2023.

No feedback provided.

N/A
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4 NON-COMPLIANCES AND RECOMMENDATIONS

A summary of the two non-compliances against each condition of SSD 6039 is summarised in Table 3.
Recommendations arising from the non-compliances are included in Section 5.

Appendix C provides a complete tabulated list of conditions of SSD 6039 with the compliance status and
comments and evidence provided against each.

Table 3: Identified Non-Compliances
Ref Non-Compliance

e Post-Construction Noise Assessment was finalised and submitted outside the
six-month required timeframe although the monitoring itself was caried out in the

S Com 12 six-month timeframe. DPE is aware of this issue and no further action required.

s No evidence was provided that within 3 months of the submission of the previous
audit report under condition 7, that the Applicant reviewed and if necessary revised
strategies, plans and programs.

It is noted that that EMS and BFRMP were both updated during the audit period and
are relevant to the operations period.

* Recommend a calendar note (or similar) be used to consider and record the
consideration after any incident, audit report or modification for future audits, even if
no changes are required to demonstrate the consideration.

Sch4 Cond 2
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5 CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Table 4 includes a consolidated list of continuous improvement recommendations from this IEA. These are
recommendations for consideration only and are not mandatory to ensure compliance with conditions of
consent.

Table 4: IEA Recommendations
Ref Recommendation

¢ BCS and DPE should be advised when annual bird and bat management plan
Sch 3 Cond 21 reports are placed on the Biala website.

e Bushfire Management Plan to be reviewed in next audit period to ensure key
Sch 3 Cond 33 contacts remain contemporary.

e At the next update, management plans may be updated to remove construction
Sch 4 Cond 2 sections and only pertain to the operational period.
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Appendix A
Audit Itinerary

BIALA WIND FARM | 2023 INDEPENDENT ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT | 11 December 2023 |
rpsgroup.com Page 15



" s
PS5
BIALA IEA

12-13 SEPTEMBER 2023

SITE VISIT ITINERARY

Unit 2A, 45 Fitzroy Street
Carrington NSW 2294
T +61 2 4940 4200

Invitees

Name Company Title

Jochen Rasmussen (JR) BJEI Australia Senior Asset Management

Simon Zhao (ZH aka SZ7) BJEI Australia Site Manager

Karim Ali (KA) BJE! Australia HSEQ

Roslyn Milne (RM) Goldwind Australia (GWA) HSE

Aaron Poole (AP) SBL Solutions Services Supervisor for Goldwind and BJEI
Shani Walton (SW) AECOM Principal Environmental Consultant
Dianne Munro (DM) RPS Lead Auditor

Jessica Robinson (JS) RPS Assistant Auditor

Site Inspection Schedule

Day 1 — Tuesday, 12 September 2023

Time Task Personnel

9-9.30am Opening Meeting Al
¢ Introductions (JR)
o IEA scope and purpose (DM)
¢  Confidentiality arrangements (DM)
e |EA process and timing (DM)

to 10 am Biala Presentation JR, AP, ZH,
e  Activities during audit period overview DM, JS
to1.15pm Compliance Review JR,RM, ZH,
. SSD 6039 Individual Conditions Review DM, JS
¢  Working lunch
to 3 pm Compliance Review JR,RM, ZH,
e SSD 6039 Individual Conditions Review (cont.) DM, JS
to 6 pm Site Inspection JR, AP, DM,
e Turbines Js
e Laydown areas
e Underground and overhead reticulation
¢ Rehabilitation / Maintenance
e Heritage / Ecology/ Amenity / Monitoring

RPS AAP Consulting Pty Ltd. Registered in Australia No.. 97 117 883 173.
rpsgroup.com Page 1



Agenda

Day 2 — Wednesday, 13 September 2023

Task

Time

Personnel

8-8.15am

Day 2 Overview Meeting

Confirm arrangements for Day 2

To 11 am

Compliance Review

SSD 6039 Individual Conditions Review (cont.)

EPL Review (internal only)

JR, ZH, DM, JS

To 12 pm

Goldwind Discussion

Turbine design (height, capacity, locations)
Electrical and transformers

Turbine maintenance

Operating hours, personnel and schedule
Environmental: visual, dust, noise, heritage,
transport, rehabilitation, aviation, telecoms,
bushfire, water, waste, complaints, incidents,
compliance inspections

JR, RM, DM, JS

To 12.30 pm

Lunch Break

JR, RM, DM, JS

To 1.00 pm (TBC)

Closeout Preparation

Auditor preparation for Closeout Meeting

JR, ZH, DM, JS

To 2.30 pm (TBC)

Close out Meeting

Overview of findings
Confirmation of outstanding documents
Confirmation IEA completion process

JR, SW, ZH, KA, DM, JS

RPS AAP Consulting Pty Ltd. Registered in Australia No.. 97 117 883 173.

rpsgroup.com
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Appendix B
Independent Audit
Certification Form
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6. Appendices

Appendix A — Declaration of Independence Form Template

Declaration of Independence - Auditor

Project Name Biala Wind Farm Independent Environmental Audit Two

Consent Number SSD 6039

Description of Project Second Independent Environmental Audit of Biala Wind Farm

Project Address Grabben Gullen Road, Gurrundah NSW 2581

Proponent Beijing Energy International (Australia) Holding Pty Ltd

Date 31 July 2023

| declare that:

| am not related to any proponent, owner, operator or other entity involved in the
delivery of the project. Such a relationship includes that of employer/employee, a
business partnership, sharing a common employer, a contractual arrangement outside
an Independent Audit, or that of a spouse, partner, sibling, parent, or child;

| do not have any pecuniary interest in the project, proponent or related entities.Such
an interest includes where there is a reasonable likelihood or expectation of financial
gain (other than being reimbursed for performing the audit) or loss to the auditor, or
their spouse, partner, sibling, parent, or child;

| have not provided services (not including independent reviews or auditing) to the
project with the result that the audit work performed by themselves or their company,
except as otherwise declared to the Department prior to the audit;

| am not an Environmental Representative for the project; and

| will not accept any inducement, commission, gift or any other benefit from auditee
organisations, their employees or any interested party, or knowingly allow colleagues

to do so.

Notes:

a) Under section 10.6 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 a person must not
include false or misleading information (or provide information for inclusion in) in a report of
monitoring data or an audit report produced to the Minister in connection with an audit if the
person knows that the information is false or misleading in a material respect. The proponent of an

Independent Audit Compliance Requirements |



approved project must not fail to include information in (or provide information for inclusion in) a
report of monitoring data or an audit report produced to the Minister in connection with an audit if
the person knows that the information is materially relevant to the monitoring or audit. The
maximum penalty is, in the case of a corporation, $1 million and for an individual, $250,000; and

b) The Crimes Act 1900 contains other offences relating to false and misleading information: section
3078 (giving false or misleading information — maximum penalty 2 years imprisonment or 200
penalty units, or both)

Name of Proposed Auditor Dianne Munro

Signature JZicerr—s

Qualification Certified Auditor #107622, Environmental Management, Compliance, EMS, 1S014001:2015 Audit Exemplar Global

Company RPS AAP Consulting Pty Ltd
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Plate 1 — Good waste management
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Plate 2 - Biosecurity vehicle washdown area
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Plate 3 — Flammable liquid storage within storage shed

Plate 4 - Lubricant storage
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Plate 6 — Rocks at drainage line at T31
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Plate 7 — O&M building from entry road

Plate 8 — Rear view of O&M building
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Plate 9 — Lighting on O&M building

Plate 10 - Temporary site office rehabilitated area
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Department of Planning and Environment NS
GOVERNMENT

Mr Jochen Rasmussen
Suite 3, Level 21

1 York Street

Sydney NSW 2000

31/07/2023
Dear Mr Rasmussen

Biala Wind Farm — SSD 6039
Independent Environmental Audit — Auditor approval request July 2023

| refer to your request (SSD-6039-PA-28) for the Secretary’s approval of a suitably qualified person to
undertake the Independent Environemtal Audit (IEA) and prepare the IEA report for the Biala Wind Farm in
accordance with Schedule 4 condition 6 of SSD 6039 (as modified) the consent.

The Department of Planning and Environment (the department) has reviewed the nomination and
information you have provided and is satisfied that this expert is suitably qualified and experienced.
Consequently, in accordance with Schedule 4 Condition 6 (b) of the consent and the Independent Audit
Post Approval Requirements, the Secretary has agreed to Dianne Munro of RPS AAP Consulting Pty Ltd
to undertake the IEA and prepare the IEA report.

Please note that this approval of Diane Munro is conditional upon her maintaining certification as a lead or
principal auditor with a relevant industry body and being independent of the project.

Please ensure this correspondence is appended to the Independent Audit Report.

The Independent Audit must be prepared, undertaken and finalised in accordance with the consent and
Independent Audit Post Approval Requirements. Failure to meet these requirements will require revision
and resubmission.

The department reserves the right to request an alternate auditor or audit team for future audits.

Notwithstanding the agreement for the above listed audit team for this Project, each respective project
approval or consent requires a request for the agreement to the auditor or audit team be submitted to the
department, for consideration of the Secretary. Each request is reviewed and depending on the
complexity of future projects, the suitability of a proposed auditor or audit team will be considered.

Should you wish to discuss the matter further, please me on 0429400261 or
compliance@planning.nsw.gov.au

Yours sincerely

A
Katrina O'Reilly

Team Leader - Compliance
Compliance

As nominee of the Planning Secretary

4 Parramatta Square, 12 Darcy Street, Parramatta NSW 2150 | Locked Bag 5022, Parramatta NSW 2124 | dpie.nsw .gov.au | 1



Jessica Robinson

From: Dianne Munro

Sent: Monday, 4 September 2023 4:.01 PM

To: nic

Cc: Jessica Robinson

Subject: RE: Biala Wind Farm Independent Environmental Audit - Regulatory Engagement Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Thank you very much for your response Nic. We will note it.

Kind Regards,
Dianne.

From: nic <nic.carmody@bigpond.com>

Sent: Monday, September 4, 2023 3:29 PM

To: Dianne Munro <Dianne.Munro@rpsgroup.com.au>

Subject: RE: Biala Wind Farm Independent Environmental Audit - Regulatory Engagement Request

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of RPS.
Good afternoon Dianne,

As the Chair of the Biala Wind Farm Community Consultative Committee (CCC) | can advise
that the proponent has been open, transparent, and obliging to all community concerns
that have arisen during the development process thus far. Any Environmental issues raised
by the community have been reported promptly to the committee which are noted in the
minutes on the proponent’s website.

| look forward to seeing the outcome of the audit.

Nic Carmody oawm
SOLUTIONS

0429 354 582

From: Dianne Munro <Dianne.Munro@rpsgroup.com.au>

Sent: Tuesday, August 29, 2023 12:00 PM

To: nic.carmody@bigpond.com

Cc: Jessica Robinson <Jessica.Robinson@rpsgroup.com.au>

Subject: Biala Wind Farm Independent Environmental Audit - Regulatory Engagement Request

Good afternoon,

RPS has been approved by the Department of Planning and Environment to conduct the 2023 Independent
Environmental Audit (IEA) for Biala Wind Farm in accordance with Schedule 4, Condition 6 of SSD 6039 which states:



“Within 1 year of the commencement of construction, and every 3 years thereafter, unless the Secretary
directs otherwise, the Applicant shall commission and pay the full cost of an Independent Environmental
Audit of the development. The audits must:

(a) be prepared in accordance with the relevant Independent Audit Post Approval requirements (DPE 2018);
(b) be led and conducted by a suitably qualified, experienced and independent team of experts whose
appointment has been endorsed by the Secretary;

(c) be carried out in consultation with the relevant agencies;

(d) assess whether the development complies with the relevant requirements in this consent, and any
strategy, plan or program required under this consent; and

(e) recommend appropriate measures or actions to improve the environmental performance of the
development and any strategy, plan or program required under this consent....."

In accordance with Condition (6¢), could you please provide comment on any specific environmental issues you
require particular focus on as part of the IEA.

We look forward to your response. If you could respond by 7 September prior prior to site visit, it would be
appreciated.

Please do not hesitate to contact myself as Lead Auditor as required on the details below.

Regards,
Dianne.

Dianne Munro

Senior Principal

RPS | Australia Asia Pacific

M 0437898884

E dianne.munro@rpsgroup.com.au

| work Monday to Thursday.

This email and its attachments may contain confidential and/or privileged
information and is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s). The contents
of this email must not be disclosed to or used by or copied in any way by
anyone other than the intended recipient(s). If you are not the intended
recipient, any use, distribution or copying of the information contained in
this email and its attachments is strictly prohibited. Confidentiality and/or
privilege in the content of this email is not waived. If you have received this
email in error, please email the sender by replying to this message and
immediately delete and destroy any copies of this email and any
attachments. Please note that neither RPS Consultants Pty Ltd, any
subsidiary, related entity ('RPS") nor the sender accepts any responsibility
for viruses and it is your responsibility to scan or otherwise check this email
and any attachments. The views or opinions expressed are the author's
own and may not reflect the views or opinions of RPS



Jessica Robinson

From: Katrina O'Reilly <Katrina.OReilly@planning.nsw.gov.au>

Sent: Monday, 11 September 2023 9:00 AM

To: Dianne Munro

Cc: Jessica Robinson

Subject: RE: Biala Wind Farm Independent Environmental Audit - Regulatory Engagement Request

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of RPS.
Good morning Dianna,

apologies for delay in responding please find below departments comments.

Agencies/stakeholders to be consulted include:
Local Aboriginal Councils

Upper Lachlan Shire Council

Biodiversity and Conservation Division (BCD)
Environment Protection Authority (EPA)
Department of Primary Industries (DPI)
Heritage NSW

Rural Fire Service (RFS)

Roads and Maritime Services (RMS)

CCC

Areas for focus:

Evidence of compliance with all commitments within management plans (such as monitoring requirements,
reporting (reports submitted when required and to relevant agencies) and adaptive management) as required by
Schedule 3 conditions 20 and 21.

Complaints register, monitoring and response management.

Evidence of any road maintenance which has been required and undertaken in accordance with Schedule 3
condition 26.

Visual impact monitoring and management

Evidence of rehabilitation program being implemented and monitored

Evidence of Weed and pest management program being implemented and monitored

Evidence of Bushfire preparation and programs being developed and implemented (as required by schedule 3
condition 33)

Regards

Katrina

Katrina O’Reilly

Team Leader Compliance

Planning & Assessment | Department of Planning and Environment
T0262297909 | M 0429 400261| E katrina.oreilly@planning.nsw.gov.au
PO Box 5475 | Level 1 11 Farrer Place Queanbeyan NSW 2620
www.dpie.nsw.gov.au

The Department of Planning and Environment acknowledges that it stands on Aboriginal land. We acknowledge the
traditional custodians of the land and we show our respect for elders past, present and emerging through thoughtful

1



and collaborative approaches to our work, seeking to demonstrate our ongoing commitment to providing places in
which Aboriginal people are included socially, culturally and economically

From: Dianne Munro <Dianne.Munro@rpsgroup.com.au>

Sent: Tuesday, 29 August 2023 11:57 AM

To: Katrina O'Reilly <Katrina.OReilly@planning.nsw.gov.au>

Cc: Jessica Robinson <Jessica.Robinson@rpsgroup.com.au>

Subject: Biala Wind Farm Independent Environmental Audit - Regulatory Engagement Request

Good afternoon,

RPS has been approved by the Department of Planning and Environment to conduct the 2023 Independent
Environmental Audit (IEA) for Biala Wind Farm in accordance with Schedule 4, Condition 6 of SSD 6039 which states:

“Within 1 year of the commencement of construction, and every 3 years thereafter, unless the Secretary
directs otherwise, the Applicant shall commission and pay the full cost of an Independent Environmental
Audit of the development. The audits must:

(a) be prepared in accordance with the relevant Independent Audit Post Approval requirements (DPE 2018);
(b) be led and conducted by a suitably qualified, experienced and independent team of experts whose
appointment has been endorsed by the Secretary;

(c) be carried out in consultation with the relevant agencies;

(d) assess whether the development complies with the relevant requirements in this consent, and any
strategy, plan or program required under this consent; and

(e) recommend appropriate measures or actions to improve the environmental performance of the
development and any strategy, plan or program required under this consent....."

In accordance with Condition (6c), could you please provide comment on any specific environmental issues you
require particular focus on as part of the IEA.

We look forward to your response. If you could respond by 7 September prior prior to site visit, it would be
appreciated.

Please do not hesitate to contact myself as Lead Auditor as required on the details below.

Regards,
Dianne.

Dianne Munro

Senior Principal

RPS | Australia Asia Pacific

M 0437898884

E dianne.munro@rpsgroup.com.au

| work Monday to Thursday.

This email and its attachments may contain confidential and/or privileged
information and is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s). The contents
of this email must not be disclosed to or used by or copied in any way by
anyone other than the intended recipient(s). If you are not the intended
recipient, any use, distribution or copying of the information contained in
this email and its attachments is strictly prohibited. Confidentiality and/or
privilege in the content of this email is not waived. If you have received this
email in error, please email the sender by replying to this message and
immediately delete and destroy any copies of this email and any
attachments. Please note that neither RPS Consultants Pty Ltd, any
subsidiary, related entity ('RPS') nor the sender accepts any responsibility
for viruses and it is your responsibility to scan or otherwise check this email
and any attachments. The views or opinions expressed are the author's
own and may not reflect the views or opinions of RPS
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DOC23/764942-1

Ms Dianne Munro
Senior Principal
RPS Group Australia Asia Pacific

By email: dianne.munro@rpsgroup.com.au

Dear Ms Munro

Consultation for Independent Environmental Audit —
Biala Wind Farm - Newtricity Developments Biala Pty Ltd — EPL No. 21280

| am writing in response to your email correspondence dated 29 August 2023 seeking to consult
with the NSW Environment Protection Authority (EPA) regarding an Independent Environmental
Audit (IEA) of the Biala Wind Farm located at Grabben Gullen Road, Grabben Gullen NSW 2583
(Premises).

In your correspondence you advised that the Department of Planning and Environment (DPE) has
appointed RPS Group Pty Ltd (RPS) as the independent auditor to undertake the 2023
Independent Environmental Audit (IEA) of the Biala Wind Farm Premises. As required by Schedule
4, Condition 6 of SSD 6039, you are required to engage with relevant agencies as part of the audit
process and have invited the EPA to raise any concerns or issues with the Premises.

The EPA regulates the Premises in accordance with the Environment Protection Licence No.
21280 (Licence) issued to Newtricity Developments Biala Pty Ltd (Licensee) to carry out the
scheduled activity of electricity works (wind farms) at the Biala Wind Farm Premises. The EPA has
reviewed records and advises it has received one complaint and recorded one incident in 2021 in
relation to the undertaking of scheduled activities by the licensee at the Premises in the last three-
year period, since the previous IEA in 2020.

The alleged pollution incident was reported to the EPA through the EPA’s Environment Line on 19
July 2021. The investigation identified a lack of pollution controls at a former site compound on the
Premises resulted in sediment laden runoff polluting nearby waterways. On 22 July 2021, the EPA
issued the licensee with Clean-Up Notice No.350081. The latest recorded inspection was
undertaken on 10 August 2021 to assess compliance with the Clean Up Notice.

The EPA encourages the preparation of audits as useful tools for industry to determine how to
meet statutory obligations and identify potential or actual risks towards achieving these obligations.
The proponent retains primary responsibility for the environmental performance of its project and
activities carried on at the Premises. The onus is on the proponent to ensure compliance with
relevant Acts includes but is not limited to the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997
and associated regulations.

The scope of the audit should include:
e An assessment of compliance against:
o Relevant conditions of SSD 6039

o Environmental Management Plans (EMP) and Sub-plans and other relevant post
approval documents and the adequacy of the system to achieve legislative
requirements and drive performance improvements. EMPs should be reviewed and
updated on a regular basis. This should include consideration of complaint and

Phone 131555 TTY 133677, then Locked Bag 5022 6&8 Parramatta info@epa.nsw.gov.au
Phone 02 9995 5555 ask for 131 155 PARRAMATTA Square 10 Darcy www.epa.nsw.gov.au
(from outside NSW) NSW 2124 Street ABN 43 692 285 758

PARRAMATTA NSW
2150



incident handling, compliance tracking and reporting as well as the outcomes of any
independent environmental audits.

Environment Protection Licence 21280
o Pollution Incident Response Management Plan and specific procedures to address
potential risks around turbine fires.

An assessment of the environmental performance of the development including impacts,
physical extent and environmental compliance.

An assessment of the implementation of previous audit findings, recommendations and
actions

As the construction phase of the project is now complete, and given the previous water pollution
incident the EPA considers the following key environmental issues should be considered in the
2023 IEA:

Water management, success of revegetation works and erosion controls in place to
address potential water pollution risks, specifically associated with watercourse crossings,
unsealed roads and other areas which may present a pollution risk post construction.
Noise compliance and management post construction. The EPA has reviewed the Noise
Compliance Test Plan Rp 001 R02 20200121) prepared by Marshall Day Acoustics, dated
2 December 2022 (NCTP). Whilst the EPA does not endorse or approve the NCTP it is
acknowledged that it will be used to determine compliance monitoring. The EPA has
recently received a copy of the Noise Monitoring Report and noted that which it states
compliance was achieved the outcomes of the compliance assessment were inconclusive
at wind speeds greater than 10 m/s due to the influence of background noise.

Waste assessment, classification, and management.

If you have any further questions about this issue, please contact Sharon Peters on (02) 62297002
or at info@epa.nsw.gov.au .

Yours sincerely

7 31/08/2023

Andreas Stricker
Acting Unit Head
Regulatory Operations



Jessica Robinson

From: Dianne Munro

Sent: Tuesday, 29 August 2023 11:59 AM

To: Sharon Peters

Cc: Jessica Robinson

Subject: Biala Wind Farm Independent Environmental Audit - Regulatory Engagement Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Good afternoon,

RPS has been approved by the Department of Planning and Environment to conduct the 2023 Independent
Environmental Audit (IEA) for Biala Wind Farm in accordance with Schedule 4, Condition 6 of SSD 6039 which states:

“Within 1 year of the commencement of construction, and every 3 years thereafter, unless the Secretary
directs otherwise, the Applicant shall commission and pay the full cost of an Independent Environmental
Audit of the development. The audits must:

(a) be prepared in accordance with the relevant Independent Audit Post Approval requirements (DPE 2018);
(b) be led and conducted by a suitably qualified, experienced and independent team of experts whose
appointment has been endorsed by the Secretary;

(c) be carried out in consultation with the relevant agencies;

(d) assess whether the development complies with the relevant requirements in this consent, and any
strategy, plan or program required under this consent; and

(e) recommend appropriate measures or actions to improve the environmental performance of the
development and any strategy, plan or program required under this consent....."

In accordance with Condition (6c), could you please provide comment on any specific environmental issues you
require particular focus on as part of the IEA.

We look forward to your response. If you could respond by 7 September prior prior to site visit, it would be
appreciated.

Please do not hesitate to contact myself as Lead Auditor as required on the details below.

Regards,
Dianne.

Dianne Munro

Senior Principal

RPS | Australia Asia Pacific

M 0437898884

E dianne.munro@rpsgroup.com.au

I work Monday to Thursday.

This email and its attachments may contain confidential and/or privileged
information and is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s). The contents
of this email must not be disclosed to or used by or copied in any way by
anyone other than the intended recipient(s). If you are not the intended
recipient, any use, distribution or copying of the information contained in
this email and its attachments is strictly prohibited. Confidentiality andfor
privilege in the content of this email is not waived. If you have received this
email in error, please email the sender by replying to this message and
immediately delete and destroy any copies of this email and any
attachments. Please note that neither RPS Consultants Pty Ltd, any
subsidiary, related entity ('RPS') nor the sender accepts any responsibility
for viruses and it is your responsibility to scan or otherwise check this email
and any attachments. The views or opinions expressed are the author's
own and may not reflect the views or opinions of RPS



Jessica Robinson

From: Dianne Munro

Sent: Wednesday, 27 September 2023 7:13 AM

To: Jessica Robinson

Subject: Fwd: Heritage NSW Reply - Assignment: Biala Wind Farm Independent Environmental Audit -

Regulatory Engagement Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Nicole Davis <Nicole.Davis@environment.nsw.gov.au>

Sent: Tuesday, September 26, 2023 8:31:57 PM

To: Dianne Munro <Dianne.Munro@rpsgroup.com.au>

Subject: Heritage NSW Reply - Assignment: Biala Wind Farm Independent Environmental Audit - Regulatory
Engagement Request

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of RPS.
Hi Dianne,

Thank you for your email and referral regarding Biala Wind Farm Independent Environmental Audit. Heritage NSW has no
specific requirements in relation to the audit. Please let me know if you require any additional information.

Kind Regards
Nicole Davis

Nicole Davis

Manager Assessments

Heritage NSW

Department of Planning and Environment

T024927 3156 M 0409 394 343 E nicole.davis@environment.nsw.gov.au
Locked Bag 5020 Parramatta 2124

From: Erin McWhirter (Heritage NSW) <support@zendesk.environment.nsw.gov.au>

Sent: Tuesday, 26 September 2023 10:00 AM

To: Kelly Pleasance <kelly.pleasance@environment.nsw.gov.au>

Subject: [Heritage NSW ] Assignment: Biala Wind Farm Independent Environmental Audit - Regulatory Engagement
Request

Importance: High

You have been assigned to this ticket (#13527).

Good morning,



RPS has been approved by the Department of Planning and Environment to conduct the 2023 Independent
Environmental Audit (IEA) for Biala Wind Farm in accordance with Schedule 4, Condition 6 of SSD 6039
which states:

“Within 1 year of the commencement of construction, and every 3 years thereafter, unless the
Secretary directs otherwise, the Applicant shall commission and pay the full cost of an Independent
Environmental Audit of the development. The audits must:

(a) be prepared in accordance with the relevant Independent Audit Post Approval requirements (DPE
2018);

(b) be led and conducted by a suitably qualified, experienced and independent team of experts whose
appointment has been endorsed by the Secretary;

(c) be carried out in consultation with the relevant agencies;

(d) assess whether the development complies with the relevant requirements in this consent, and any
strategy, plan or program required under this consent; and

(e) recommend appropriate measures or actions to improve the environmental performance of the
development and any strategy, plan or program required under this consent....."

In accordance with Condition (6¢), could you please provide comment on any specific environmental issues
you require particular focus on as part of the IEA.

We look forward to your response. If you could respond by 2 October, it would be appreciated.

Please do not hesitate to contact Dianne Munro as Lead Auditor as required on the details below.

Dianne Munro

Senior Principal

RPS | Australia Asia Pacific

M 0437898884

E dianne.munro@rpsgroup.com.au

Regards,

Jessica
Jessica Robinson

Environmental Consultant

RPS | Australia Asia Pacific

Unit 2A, 45 Fitzroy Street

Carrington NSW 2294, Australia

T +61 249404200 M +61 455 146476
E jessica.robinson@rpsgroup.com.au

rPS

ATETRA TECH COMPANY

Follow us on: rpsgroup.com | Linkedin | Facebook | Instagram | YouTube



Jessica Robinson

From: Jane Ramsay <Jane.Ramsay@upperlachlan.nsw.gov.au>

Sent: Thursday, 7 September 2023 3:48 PM

To: Jessica Robinson; Dianne Munro

Subject: RE: Biala Wind Farm Independent Environmental Audit - Regulatory Engagement Request Follow
Up

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of RPS.
Hi Jessica and Dianne

Sorry for leaving to the last day to send our reply.

ULSC has not undertaken any inspections of the Biala Wind Farm with respect to environmental issues, nor has it
received any complaints re same.

Jane Ramsay
Executive Assistant | Director Environment and Planning
Upper Lachlan Shire Council

P: 4830 1000 | PO Box 42 Gunning NSW 2581
W: www.upperlachlan.nsw.gov.au

You are requested to send your email correspondence to Council’s email address council@upperlachlan.nsw.gov.au
instead of individual Council staff. Community members are encouraged to use Council’s email address for
appropriate record keeping, and timely responses.

From: Jessica Robinson <Jessica.Robinson@rpsgroup.com.au>

Sent: Thursday, 7 September 2023 12:06 PM

To: Upper Lachlan Shire Council <council@upperlachlan.nsw.gov.au>

Cc: Dianne Munro <Dianne.Munro@rpsgroup.com.au>

Subject: Biala Wind Farm Independent Environmental Audit - Regulatory Engagement Request Follow Up

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the organisation. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

Good afternoon,

We refer to our email below dated 29 August 2023 requesting your feedback for the Biala |IEA.

This is a follow up email to see if you wish to provide any feedback as we will conduct the field component early
next week.

Thank you for your time.



Regards,

Jessica Robinson

Environmental Consultant

RPS | Australia Asia Pacific

Unit 2A, 45 Fitzroy Street

Carrington NSW 2294, Australia

T +61 24940 4200 M +61 455 146 476
E jessica.robinson@rpsgroup.com.au

res

Follow us on: rpsqroup.com | Linkedin | Facebook | Instagram | YouTube

\We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of Country throughout Australia and recognise their continuing connection to land, waters
and community. We pay our respect to them and their cultures and to Elders past and present.

Click here to find out more about our Reconciliation Action Plan.

From: Dianne Munro <Dianne.Munro@rpsgroup.com.au>

Sent: Tuesday, August 29, 2023 11:59 AM

To: council@upperlachlan.nsw.gov.au

Cc: Jessica Robinson <Jessica.Robinson@rpsgroup.com.au>

Subject: Biala Wind Farm Independent Environmental Audit - Regulatory Engagement Request

Good afternoon,

RPS has been approved by the Department of Planning and Environment to conduct the 2023 Independent
Environmental Audit (IEA) for Biala Wind Farm in accordance with Schedule 4, Condition 6 of SSD 6039 which states:

“Within 1 year of the commencement of construction, and every 3 years thereafter, unless the Secretary
directs otherwise, the Applicant shall commission and pay the full cost of an Independent Environmental
Audit of the development. The audits must:

(a) be prepared in accordance with the relevant Independent Audit Post Approval requirements (DPE 2018);
(b) be led and conducted by a suitably qualified, experienced and independent team of experts whose
appointment has been endorsed by the Secretary;

(c) be carried out in consultation with the relevant agencies;

(d) assess whether the development complies with the relevant requirements in this consent, and any
strategy, plan or program required under this consent; and

(e) recommend appropriate measures or actions to improve the environmental performance of the
development and any strategy, plan or program required under this consent....."

In accordance with Condition (6¢), could you please provide comment on any specific environmental issues you
require particular focus on as part of the IEA.

We look forward to your response. If you could respond by 7 September prior prior to site visit, it would be
appreciated.

Please do not hesitate to contact myself as Lead Auditor as required on the details below.

Regards,
Dianne.

Dianne Munro

Senior Principal

RPS | Australia Asia Pacific

M 0437898884

E dianne.munro@rpsgroup.com.au



| work Monday to Thursday.

This email and its attachments may contain confidential and/or privileged
information and is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s). The contents
of this email must not be disclosed to or used by or copied in any way by
anyone other than the intended recipient(s). If you are not the intended
recipient, any use, distribution or copying of the information contained in
this email and its attachments is strictly prohibited. Confidentiality and/or
privilege in the content of this email is not waived. If you have received this
email in error, please email the sender by replying to this message and
immediately delete and destroy any copies of this email and any
attachments. Please note that neither RPS Consultants Pty Ltd, any
subsidiary, related entity ('RPS') nor the sender accepts any responsibility
for viruses and it is your responsibility to scan or otherwise check this email
and any attachments. The views or opinions expressed are the author's
own and may not reflect the views or opinions of RPS
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This message is intended for the addressee named and may contain confidential information. If you are not the intended
recipient, please delete it and notify the sender. Views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender, and are not
necessarily the views of the Upper Lachlan Shire Council, unless otherwise stated. For the purposes of the Copyright Act, the
permission of the holder of copyright in this communication may be taken to have been granted, unless stated otherwise, for
the copying or forwarding of this message, as long as both the content of this communication and the purposes for which it is

copied or forwarded are work-related.
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Please consider the environment before printing this email.
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AUDIT GUIDELINES

This IEA report has also been prepared in accordance with the Audit Guidelines (DPE, 2020).
The table below lists key requirements from the Audit Guidelines, the relevant section of the
Guidelines which references the requirement and indicates where each is addressed in this

report.

Audit Guideline Requirements

Section Description

31

Independent Audits must only be undertaken by a suitably

qualified, experienced and independent auditor. The
independent lead auditor may be supported by a provisional
auditor subject to the Planning Secretary’s agreement.

Conditions of consent may require Independent Audits to be
undertaken by an auditor and one or more technical specialists.
The appointment of the auditor and technical experts must be
agreed in writing by the Planning Secretary before each audit is
commissioned. Each member of the audit team must receive
the Department’s agreement.

Every audit will require the audit team to be endorsed, unless
otherwise agreed by the Planning Secretary ie — this is not a
one-off approval.

Where Addressed

Appendix B
Appendix C
Appendix E

3.2

The auditor must consult with the Department, who may request

that other parties or agencies are consulted, including the
Community Consultative Committee chairperson (if one is
required for the project), to obtain their input into the scope of
the audit.

Comments received during such consultation must be recorded
and reported in the Independent Audit Report. Specific
environmental issues raised during consultation should be
investigated and findings of the investigation must be reported
in the Independent Audit Report. There may be instances where
the consulted parties requests are not reasonable and are
outside of scope. In these situations, the auditor must provide
justification of how they have considered the matters raised
during consultation in the audit report. This justification may be
provided in a table format.

Section 3.3
Appendix E

3.3

An Independent Audit must include:

1. an assessment of compliance with:

(a)

(b)

all conditions of consent applicable to the phase of the
development that is being audited. Should there be any
uncertainty to which conditions are to be audited, the
auditor can seek clarification during the consultation as
per Section 3.2;

all post approval and compliance documents prepared
to satisfy the conditions of consent, including an
assessment of the implementation of Environmental
Management Plans and Sub-plans; and

Appendix C




Section

33

Description

2. a review of the environmental performance of the
development, including but not necessarily limited to, an
assessment of:

(a) actual impacts compared to predicted impacts
documented in the environmental impact assessment;

(b) the physical extent of the development in comparison
with the approved boundary;

(c) incidents, non-compliances and complaints that
occurred or were made during the audit period;

(d) the performance of the development having regard to
agency policy and any particular environmental issues
identified through consultation carried out when
developing the scope of the audit; and

(e) feedback received from the Department, and other
agencies and stakeholders, including the community or
Community Consultative Committee, on the
environmental performance of the project during the
audit period;

Where Addressed

AppendixC

3.3

The status of implementation of previous Independent Audit
findings, recommendations and actions (if any);

Appendix C

33

A high-level assessment of whether Environmental
Management Plans and Sub-plans are adequate; and

This IEA Report

3.3

Any other matters considered relevant by the auditor or the
Department, taking into account relevant regulatory
requirements and legislation, knowledge of the development’s
past performance and comparison to industry best practices.

Appendix C

34

Audits must commence with an opening meeting and conclude
with a closing meeting. The meetings must be attended by a
representative of the proponent at manager level or above, the
auditor and technical specialists (if any). During the opening
meeting the objectives of the audit, the scope of the audit, the
resources required and methodology to be applied must be
discussed. At the closing meeting, preliminary audit findings
must be presented, recommendations (if appropriate) must be
made, and any post-audit actions must be confirmed. A register
of attendees (including their name and position title) for the
opening and closing meetings is to be recorded and a copy of
the registers provided with the audit report.

Appendix A

3.5

Independent Audits must include interviews with key personnel
involved in project delivery, including those with responsibility
for environmental management, to assist with verifying the
compliance status of the development. However, note that
interviews are generally not sufficient evidence to verify
compliance with a condition of consent and additional
supporting evidence should be provided. Auditors must be
provided with reasonable access to the key site personnel as
required by an Independent Audit scope.

Appendix A
Appendix C




Section Description Where Addressed

36 Independent Audits must include a physical site inspection. The Appendix C

site inspection must cover all development areas and
environmental aspects that form part of the scope of the audit.
The proponent must provide the auditor with reasonable access
to all requested development areas and activities,
understanding that the inspections must be accompanied by the
designated site representative and that some areas may not be
physically accessible for safety or operational reasons. If the
auditor considers restricted access has limited their ability to
adequately undertake the audit as scoped, it must be noted in
the Independent Audit Report. Recommendations to overcome
the restricted access (where feasible) must be proposed for
subsequent independent audits

Appendix D




IEA Ref Recommendation NDBPL Response Timeline

NON-COMPLIANCE RECOMMENDATIONS

Sch 3 Cond 12 | Post-Construction Noise Assessment | Noted. No further N/A
was finalised and submitted outside | action required
the six-month required timeframe
although the monitoring itself was
caried out in the six-month
timeframe. DPE is aware of this
issue and no further action required.

Sch 4 Cond 2 No evidence was provided that NDBPL to consider Within 3
within 3 months of the submission of | whether strategies, months of this
the previous audit report under plans and programs IEA report
condition 7, that the Applicant need to be updated submission

reviewed and if necessary revised
strategies, plans and programs.

It is noted that that EMS and BFRMP
were both updated during the audit
period and are relevant to the
operations period.

Recommend a calendar note (or
similar) be used to consider and
record the consideration after any
incident, audit report or modification
for future audits, even if no changes
are required — to demonstrate the
consideration.

following submission of
the IEA report and
record the
consideration.

NDBPL to establish a
process for considering
updates after any
incident, audit report or
modification, and
recording these
considerations.

By March 2024

CONTINUAL IMPROVEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS

Sch 3 Cond 21

BCS and DPE should be advised
when annual bird and bat

NDBPL to advise BCS
and DPE when annual

Within 14 days
of bird and bat

management plan reports are placed | bird and bat management
on the Biala website. management plan plan report
reports are place on the | submission
Biala Wind Farm
website
Sch 3 Cond 33 | Bushfire Management Plan to be Bushfire and Response By August 2026
reviewed in next audit period to Management Plan to be
ensure key contacts remain reviewed to ensure key
contemporary. contacts remain
contemporary
Sch 4 Cond 2 At the next update, management NDBPL to consider Next
plans may be updated to remove removing construction management
construction sections and only sections from plan update

pertain to the operational period.

management plans.




